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[Introduction of the Consul General by Dr. Richard Keatley, Executive Director of the Alliance 

Française d’Atlanta] 

 

 

Thank you, Richard, for your warm welcome. 

 

It is my great pleasure to join you today to honor such an important occasion for France, 

Germany and the European Union. I would like to warmly thank Richard Keatley, Oliver Gorf, 

and their respective teams for organizing today’s event.  

 

I would like also to thank the audience which took time to be present for this celebration. 

 

It is remarkable how much the world has changed since I spoke at the last Elysée Treaty 

Celebration. In the past year, we have faced an unprecedented public health crisis that has 

transformed the way we live, work and connect with each other. No continent on Earth has been 

spared from the virus that has claimed the lives of over 2 million people.  

 

We mourn their loss. And we remember those still fighting for their lives today.  

 

I am moved by the strength and perseverance of our healthcare heroes and frontline workers 

during this unprecedented time, wherever they work in the world. I thank them for all that they 

do. 

 

The road to full recovery will be long. Yet, we can be hopeful as COVID-19 vaccines are being 

administered in many parts of the world.  

 

The public health crisis has underscored the interdependence of our world. It has reminded us of 

the value of international collaboration and exchange. France and Germany have risen to the 

challenge of COVID-19, within the framework of the European Union.  

 

The solidarity between our two countries and the rest of Europe has never been stronger. During 

the pandemic, countries have worked together  to relieve the hardest-hit EU partners, through 

patient transfers, donations of medical equipment, efforts to help Europeans stranded abroad 

return home, and through the creation of joint research programs.  

 

Notably, in May 2020, President Emmanuel Macron and Chancellor Angela Merkel proposed a 

major financial recovery fund along with other initiatives to help fight the virus and pave a way 

out of the crisis. This proposal became the historic €750 billion European recovery plan for 

solidarity and growth that was adopted by the EU in July.  
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France will continue to work with Germany and our European partners to harness the power of 

collaboration and join forces in unprecedented ways to move us forward.  

 

The Elysée Treaty laid essential groundwork for the Franco-German collaboration and friendship 

and the European solidarity we witness today. 

 

For those who are unfamiliar with the history of the Elysée Treaty, let me provide just a brief 

summary. 

 

Every January, French and German citizens come together to mark the signing of the Elysée 

Treaty. This treaty was signed by West German Federal Chancellor Konrad Adenauer and French 

President Charles de Gaulle in 1963 – just 18 years after the end of the Second World War. With 

this treaty, the two leaders sought to begin a new chapter in Franco-German relations. They 

sought to bring the two countries closer together in an official, lasting and systematic way. Over 

the past 58 years, the Treaty has been remarkably successful in building the foundation for 

today’s close relations between France and Germany. 

 

This is why the French-German friendship is so fundamental. It is fundamental for France. It is 

fundamental for Germany. It is also fundamental for the United States, and we are grateful to 

have facilitated this. French-German friendship is the foundation on which European construction 

was built. Without it, there would have been no Europe. If we take a look back, Europe’s record 

is staggering, despite the naysaying of pessimists and Eurosceptics. We established the world’s 

greatest single market, adopted a common currency, integrated the one-time Soviet satellite 

countries into our Union, overcame the 2008 crisis…   

 

In all these areas, France and Germany shouldered their responsibilities to achieve compromises 

and provide the necessary momentum to strengthen European integration and overcome crises 

when necessary.  

 

Likewise, united in solidarity, Europe will overcome and recover from the COVID-19 crisis.  

 

Last year, the Aachen Treaty, which was signed by President Macron and Chancellor Merkel in 

2019, came into force. This treaty builds upon the Elysée Treaty and seeks greater convergence 

for the sake of more European integration. It marks a new chapter in our cooperation, through 

laying the groundwork for concrete cooperation projects, for example, at the local level, cross-

border cooperation committees.  

 

The Foreign Ministries of France and Germany are committed to enforcing strong bilateral 

cooperation throughout the world. In Atlanta, our two consulates are actively working together in 

a number of domains including foreign policy, culture and security. We will continue to develop 

and strengthen our collaboration in the years to come. 

 

To conclude, I would like to quote the last verses of the magnificent poem written and read on the 

inauguration day, just two days ago, by the poet Amanda Gormann: 
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The new dawn blooms as we free it 

For there is always light, 

If only we’re brave enough to see it 

If only we’re brave enough to be it. 

 

Thank you very much. 


